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Office Action Summary 


Applicdion No. 


Applicant(s) ^ - 




Group Art Unit 





— T/ie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet befneath the correspondence address-^ 
Period for Reply 

____MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE. 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
* If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall; by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

. - Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

Status / 

□Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL 




□ Since this application is In condition for allowance except for fomnat matters, prosecution as to the merits is ciosed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



Disposition of Claims 

□ Claim(s) 



. is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Clalm(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



. Is/are allowed. 



□ Cl^(s)- 
B^aim(s)- 



is/are rejected. 
. is/are objected to. 



. are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



Appiication Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing con-jection, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on_ is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



□ received in this national stage application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received:,^ : 

Attachment(s) 



□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449. Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Infonmal Patent Application. PTO-152 

□ Other_ 



Office Action Summary 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Offlce 
PTO*326 (Rev. 9-97) 



Part of Paper No. 



5r 



*U.S. 6P0: 199fr454^/97505 



Application/Control Number: 09/800,965 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3625 

DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 



1) Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1,4,9,10,15,19-24,28-34,49-50,55-56,58-66 drawn to gateway 
apparatus and network system, classified in class 705, subclass 26 

II. Claims 2,3,5-8,11-14,16-18,25-27,35-48,51-54,57 drawn to a method for 
processing an order in a network classified in class 709 subclass 219 and 
class 707 subclass 10. 

2) Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable in a 

single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if 
they are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, Invention I 
has a separate utility as a hardware description of a gateway apparatus in 
a network system. See MPEP Sect 806.05(d). 

3) Because these inventions are distinct and have acquired a separate status in 

the art as delineated in their separate classifications, restriction for 
examination purposes is proper. 



Conclusion 

4. Any questions concerning this communication should be addressed to the 
primary examiner of record. Dr. Geoffrey Akers, P.E., who can be reached between 
6:30 AM and 5:00 PM Monday through Friday at 703-306-5844. If attempts to contact 



Application/Control Number: 09/800,965 Page 
Art Unit: 3625 

the primary examiner are unsuccessful, the primary examiner's superior, Mr. Vincent 
IVIillin, SPE, may be telephoned at (703)-308-1065. 




DR. GEOFFI^ R. AKEftS, P.E. 
PfflMARYEXAMmS) 



